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Hayden sees Its dying days ot COf

ByTREY ROSS
The Tombstone Epitaph

It's not a ghost town, but it feels like one.

The streets of Hayden, Arizona, are lined witl
boarded-up businesses — Grimebusters Laund
&DVD 5LYHUD 5HVWDXUDQW
abandoned schools. Crumbling churches ha
“for sale” signs nailed to the doors, their cross

HVY VWLOO EHFNRQLQJ ZRUV}
signs, symbols and road markings are rare.
7KH 5H[ 7TKHDWHU KDVQW
1979. The foundations of former homes ar
charred pits, burned to the dusty ground wit
QRWKLQJ VDOYDJHDEOH WR

If the wind could carry whispers from the past
what would Hayden have sounded like?

Today, Hayden is quiet. Noises from the cog
per smelter chink and clang in the distance.

Founded in 1911, Hayden was a company tow

owned by the Kennecott Copper Corporation fc
employees working in operations and extractio
of high-grade copper ore. The smokestacks, ps
RI D PLOOLRQ .HQQHFRWW
bolized economic prosperity and job growth. Thi:
plant is still only one of three operating coppe
smelters in the United States.

The story of Hayden is an American story o
strong work ethic and resilience and opportunitie
for chasing the American dream. It is also a stol
of devastating economic failures and a cautiona
tale of what happens to rural America when th
government, businesses and younger generatic. .-
turn their backs.

Since 2000, the population has decreased Byhomespun sign stands at the entrance to Hayden. Its population has plummeted, its buildings are deserted.
almost 38 percent. The median household income

Rl +D\GHQ UHVLGHQWYV ZDV LQ ZLWK D | ) . . . .
third of Hayden residents living in poverty. and we've had an arsonist strike about everigtrative employees to be put on a three-day pamission controls over a long period of time at the

“The majority of the population is over 50, month or so each summer for the past few yearsthedule. _ _ plant polluted Hayden'’s air with arsenic and lead.
Mayor Bobby Smith said. “The 2010 census pL§mith said. _ “We're good now,” explained Smith. “We can  -RVHSK :LOKHOP WKH JHQHUD
Hayden at a population of 644. It will be much The increasing number of crumbling foundastart spending a little money and | wantto getevt D\GHQ $6$5&2 SODQW EODPHV
less this next time around.” tions are daily reminders of a rising crime ratetHU\ERG\ LQ WKH DGPLQLVW WADACLTS HholR thaarfjHst R Q KRXUV

Smith has to wear a lot of hats in Hayden. HEe highest in the area of small surrounding conof pay daily.” economic strife, but also for the extensive job
is the mayor and town manager, captain of tH@unities in Gila County. _ _ On top of administrative issues, The Ameriloss in the late 19805. .
+D\GHQ )LUH 'HSDUWPHQW D“éhepqa_prg@_]ﬂpﬁllﬁfow?awk@yery singleFDQ 6PHOWLQJ DQG 5H¢ QLQJ AdeddihD © Wihélih srépacing the furnaces
$6$58&2 FRSSHU PLQH DQG Ffay @wl]b@qip(; UHVSLUDWR which owns and operates the former Kennecadtt the plant with more environmentally friendly
ry therapist. He has three children and multiple Aside from the alarming crime rate, a stead®@ RSSHU &RUSRUDWLRQ VP H Gystehts reitedDni Giél@tbagk@i @ardUabor
grandchildren. stream of scandals in recent years has made I@apter 11 bankruptcy in 2005. employment.

He turned 48 in March. HYHQ PRUH GLI{ FXOW LQ +D\GHWQDSDUW RI WKH EDQNUXSWFHH WHMG /N PAHHQUIM IFBSBEHG WR U

“Some of my goals include giving back to the The former mayor of Hayden, Charles Vegag& 2 SDL G ELOOLR .Q WR VH WMH the DdgBrMo disappiédd. High-Gr&UIX &op-
community,” Smith said. “We used to have festi_re3|gned after pleading guilty to attempted fraudwvaste pollution at many of their sites. Even usSHU RUH EHFDPH PRUH GLI¢ FXC
vals and parties, and | want to be able to do thg_[ent schemes and practices. When Smith begddDVW \HDU $6$5&2 ZDV LQYROYH G YQLDDEOPLMREY HYDSRUL
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again.” his term, he was saddled with over two yearsOLRQ VHWWOHPHQW ZLWK Wésses'lbé§ad boardHrid QptheR doork, \Aam L F H
He also wants to work on abandoned buildiné"onh of unpaid bills due to misplaced moneyand Environmental Protection Agency due to vi-
clean up to brighten up the atmosphere in town @nd incorrect bookkeeping. Errors by the formenlations of the Clean Air Act. HAYDENee P age 2

“Houses go abandoned when old people df@Wn manager and accountant that caused admin-An EPA investigation found that inadequate

‘Pickle suits’ and putting on the gt

ByERIK KOLSRUD
The Tombstone Epitaph

They wear “pickle suits,” ride horses, and rea
books to elementary schoolers. Being pelted wil
rocks is a daily hazard, as is occasionally beir
shot at. Make no mistake - being a part of the Bo

“My time in the Border Patrol was an accumu-
lation of info and actions that led me to feel over-
whelmed,” Cantu said. “It wasn't until years later
that | started to process it.”

While the mental health of agents is rarely
discussed, their role in the national conversation
about immigration is - though rarely in a positive

der Patrol is not an easy job. manner.
On one hand, it's hours of sitting in a car “Some people don't like us, so we just try
watching a section of the border. On the other, to do our best,” Hernandez said. “We aren’t
is dealing with potentially dangerous situation: an evil organization by any means.”
involving drug runners or heartbreaking scenes The two biggest in recent memory being
desperate families in peril. the alleged 2010 killing of Mexican national
Hot-button issues like immigration or the war 6HUJLR +HUQIQGH] *XHUHFD E
on drugs, so commonly spoken about on the n Mesa in Texas, or the alleged 2012 killing of
tional stage, are a fact of life for agents walkini OH[LFDQ QDWLRQDO -RVH $QW
the fence or trudging through the desert. guez by BP agent Lonnie Schwartz in No-
$IJHQWV 'DQLHO +HUQDQGH gales - both the victims were in México and
don't pay much attention to the politics - they sa were allegedly shot through the border fence.
agents on the ground worry more about doin “The role of the Border Patrol is important

their jobs than they do about policy. : in_epduring for the time being,” Cantu said.
“Where they are, whether in the United States _ Photo by Erk Kolsrud | The Tembstone AR 183 /01 B8 O R O DIHOWY DU
or México, doesn't matter for the agent goinggent Daniel Hernandez of the Border Patrol looks out over the U.S. - Mexico border m(.’Nggglw, A SUHVH QWDWLYHV RI

home that night,” Sullivan said. that migrants encounter. At the same time,

And according to the Trump administration,academy and boot camp. “Alot of these situatiortbe border. “We didn’'t make them walk in the deEou have to balance that with the violent re-

there are going to be many more agents. As pé(lqu’ve done a hundred times in training,” Hernanert, they made a conscious choice,” Sullivan saidy:.., »

RI DQ HIIRUW WR IX0O¢ OO F Dqsgqglg.j‘@ugqqu pqt ip lpye tbq_pglrgq'g)@” "Sometimes you hqve to tak? the law enforcemen That violent reality is part of what the pro-
ing securing the Mexican border, President Trum The summer months see a transformation in it off and do medical care. _ posed 5,000 agents will have to face as the
signed an executive order that called for an ad/Pe of operations performed by the Border Pa- The job |s,|solat|ng, hard to talk about with peOTrump administration takes a harder line on
ditional 5,000 Customs and Border ProtectiorWHU RO ' VHDUFK DQG UHVFXH plewho don't know or understand what agents migration and smuggling across a border
agents to be hired. According to Border Patrol \{}le don’t want people to die crossing the borthrough - which is why the Border Patrol has sey: here you never know who or what you may
statistics, there were 17,000 agents assigned dgr,” Sullivan said. We"have a lot of resourcesgral avenues of help for those seeking a way counter.
sectors in the Southwest out of over 19,000 agerf§ Want to help people.”. _ _ talk about what they've seen. . “You put on the uniform, you put on the
LQ WKH HQWLUH %RUGHU 3D W InRelivar’gcase, ibis & whare ys EMT train- “There’s some things where I'm crying on thegun,” Sullivan said. “You never know when
The training of BP agents lasts six months, a9 comes into play - migrants picked up in the reway home,” Hernandez said. (ngjou’re going to have a bad day. And when

HQFRPSDVVHV D VXLWH RI %Flﬂ-}/bhbly\WF\M’dBQyL h WK H 36RR R UHE CeinitHdihed thd Berdeil PatioRin\2 QBB 58 AN L o K

instruction, and Spanish-language education igring from heat stroke, dehydration, blood loss HUYLQJ FKLHA\ LQ DQ LQ
a setting that resembles a cross between a polﬁ‘éd other complications stemming from crossingnade the decision to leave in 2012.

The 'Ambos Nogales’ divided by Trump’'s v

BYAMANDA OIEN the border quite often.
The Tombstone Epitaph Fernandez said if President Trump were t
build his wall, it may affect how they visit with
Saturdays and Sundays bring families to théne another.
steel beams of fence, dividing Ambos Nogales, “|f there was a wall, maybe we would
a Spanish term to describe the community @ommunicate differently, by phone maybe,
Nogales north and south of the border. Fernandez said.
Families and loved ones come together at Small businesses selling tacos, snacks a
WKH ERUGHU WR WDON HDW RXQYE QJIHOD L QHMSIDOHEHB!
VHSDUDWHG E\ WKH IHQFH caléhnd to liofR Smefikah &ntl M¥a&nttburisn
PHVTXLWH WUHHV DQG VSH Qfa thkdseXdhy viXitivehd &d tamily dovdptk
Aldez, a factory worker from Nogales, Sonoraporder.
meets her husband every two weeks. When theyvictor Manuel Barrios has worked at a
say goodbye, they kiss between the rusty beanggreta de comida, or roadside stand, in Nogale
Aldez’s husband is Cuban and has asylum ®onora, for 10 years.
the United States and lives in Phoenix. However, “We're out here every day,” Barrios said. “We
Aldez’s visa expired, keeping them apart. don't rest. If it rains or snows, we're out here.”
“If there was a wall, | wouldn't be able to  Barrios sells popular Mexican snack foods
see him,” Aldez said. “It would be by phone. Ifsuch as drinks and duros with chamoy, to bo
there’s an actual wall, he won't be able to comgmericans and Mexicans traveling through th
down and see me.” area.
_ Aldez, who has lived in Nogales her entire  Awall, he believes, might affect his business
life, has seen the changes that immigratioput his concern is about how it splits the culture.,
policy has had on those holding familyrichness of Ambos Nogales.
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gatherings at the border. “You can build it as much as you want, but S . . .
“Even two years ago, the fence V‘,’OUId bér's just symbolism,” Barrios said. A family visits with one another through the border fence in Nogales, Arizona
¢ OOHG ZLWK SHRSOH “ $0G Hbr BaMo§ thé militddizatioR BiHhé border Barrios said even if Trump's wall is built, it said.
that people” used to give each other food acrogsis Mexicans, “We don’t want you here.”  wouldn't change much because for him, there is The people of Ambos Nogales, have become
the border. . _ Barrios said he has seen the border changgOUHD G\ VRPH IRUP D ZDOO IR RAXRWRIMHHGY VER DGHRQIHQIFE UH (
Now, according to Aldez, food is notdramatically over the years. The fence stands at 18 feet. Trump's proposed -RVH 1XxH] DQ HPSOR\HH DW
permitted. The families must stay behind a red “It used to just be a gate. Nowadays, yoworder wall would stand at 30 feet. "UXJVWRUH LQ 1RJDOHV 6RQRUD
line while visiting. see more patrolling over here, or Border Patrol “If he does build it, | don't know, it just makes

Mariel Fernandez visits with his family alonglooking at us through the fence,” he said. me feel like a rat in a cage or something,” Barrios NOGALES, see Page 2
1)



