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By TREY ROSS 
The Tombstone Epitaph

It’s not a ghost town, but it feels like one.
The streets of Hayden, Arizona, are lined with 

boarded-up businesses — Grimebusters Laundry, 
�&�D�V�D���5�L�Y�H�U�D���5�H�V�W�D�X�U�D�Q�W�����D�Q���D�S�S�O�L�D�Q�F�H���V�W�R�U�H���²���D�Q�G��
abandoned schools. Crumbling churches have 
“for sale” signs nailed to the doors, their cross-
�H�V���V�W�L�O�O���E�H�F�N�R�Q�L�Q�J���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S�S�H�U�V���I�R�U���S�U�D�\�H�U�����7�U�D�I�¿���F��
signs, symbols and road markings are rare.

�7�K�H���5�H�[���7�K�H�D�W�H�U���K�D�V�Q�¶�W���V�K�R�Z�Q���D���P�R�Y�L�H���V�L�Q�F�H��
1979. The foundations of former homes are 
charred pits, burned to the dusty ground with 
�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���V�D�O�Y�D�J�H�D�E�O�H���W�R���¿���Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���U�X�E�E�O�H��

If the wind could carry whispers from the past, 
what would Hayden have sounded like?

Today, Hayden is quiet. Noises from the cop-
per smelter chink and clang in the distance. 

Founded in 1911, Hayden was a company town 
owned by the Kennecott Copper Corporation for 
employees working in operations and extraction 
of high-grade copper ore. The smokestacks, part 
�R�I���D�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���.�H�Q�Q�H�F�R�W�W���H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q�����R�Q�F�H���V�\�P��
bolized economic prosperity and job growth. This 
plant is still only one of three operating copper 
smelters in the United States.

The story of Hayden is an American story of 
strong work ethic and resilience and opportunities 
for chasing the American dream. It is also a story 
of devastating economic failures and a cautionary 
tale of what happens to rural America when the 
government, businesses and younger generations 
turn their backs.

Since 2000, the population has decreased by 
almost 38 percent. The median household income 
�R�I���+�D�\�G�H�Q���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�D�V�������������������L�Q�������������Z�L�W�K���D��
third of Hayden residents living in poverty.

“The majority of the population is over 50,” 
Mayor Bobby Smith said. “The 2010 census put 
Hayden at a population of 644. It will be much 
less this next time around.”

Smith has to wear a lot of hats in Hayden. He 
is the mayor and town manager, captain of the 
�+�D�\�G�H�Q�� �)�L�U�H�� �'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���� �D�Q�� �H�P�S�O�R�\�H�H�� �D�W�� �W�K�H��
�$�6�$�5�&�2�� �F�R�S�S�H�U�� �P�L�Q�H���� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �U�H�W�L�U�H�G�� �U�H�V�S�L�U�D�W�R��
ry therapist. He has three children and multiple 
grandchildren.

He turned 48 in March.
“Some of my goals include giving back to the 

community,” Smith said. “We used to have festi-
vals and parties, and I want to be able to do that 
again.”

He also wants to work on abandoned building 
clean up to brighten up the atmosphere in town.

“Houses go abandoned when old people die 

and we’ve had an arsonist strike about every 
month or so each summer for the past few years,” 
Smith said.

The increasing number of crumbling founda-
tions are daily reminders of a rising crime rate, 
the highest in the area of small surrounding com-
munities in Gila County.

“There are 911 calls for break-ins every single 
day,” Smith said.

Aside from the alarming crime rate, a steady 
stream of scandals in recent years has made life 
�H�Y�H�Q���P�R�U�H���G�L�I�¿���F�X�O�W���L�Q���+�D�\�G�H�Q��

The former mayor of Hayden, Charles Vega, 
resigned after pleading guilty to attempted fraud-
ulent schemes and practices. When Smith began 
his term, he was saddled with over two years’ 
worth of unpaid bills due to misplaced money 
and incorrect bookkeeping. Errors by the former 
town manager and accountant that caused admin-

istrative employees to be put on a three-day pay 
schedule.

“We’re good now,” explained Smith. “We can 
start spending a little money and I want to get ev-
�H�U�\�E�R�G�\�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �R�I�¿���F�H�� �R�Q�� ���� �K�R�X�U�V��
of pay daily.”

On top of administrative issues, The Ameri-
�F�D�Q���6�P�H�O�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���5�H�¿���Q�L�Q�J���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\�����$�6�$�5�&�2����
which owns and operates the former Kennecott 
�&�R�S�S�H�U���&�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���V�P�H�O�W�H�U���L�Q���+�D�\�G�H�Q�����¿���O�H�G���I�R�U��
Chapter 11 bankruptcy in 2005.

�$�V���D�S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���E�D�Q�N�U�X�S�W�F�\���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W�����$�6�$�5��
�&�2���S�D�L�G���������E�L�O�O�L�R�Q���W�R���V�H�W�W�O�H���F�O�D�L�P�V���I�R�U���K�D�]�D�U�G�R�X�V��
waste pollution at many of their sites. Even just 
�O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�����$�6�$�5�&�2���Z�D�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���D�������������P�L�O��
�O�L�R�Q�� �V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �-�X�V�W�L�F�H��
and Environmental Protection Agency due to vi-
olations of the Clean Air Act.

An EPA investigation found that inadequate 

emission controls over a long period of time at the 
plant polluted Hayden’s air with arsenic and lead.

�-�R�V�H�S�K�� �:�L�O�K�H�O�P���� �W�K�H�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�+�D�\�G�H�Q���$�6�$�5�&�2���S�O�D�Q�W�����E�O�D�P�H�V���W�K�H���(�3�$�¶�V���&�O�H�D�Q��
Air Act for more than just 

economic strife, but also for the extensive job 
loss in the late 1980s.

According to Wilhelm, replacing the furnaces 
in the plant with more environmentally friendly 
systems resulted in the cutback on manual labor 
employment.

�5�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H���I�R�U�F�H�G���W�R���U�H�O�R�F�D�W�H���D�V���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J��
around them began to disappear. High-grade cop-
�S�H�U���R�U�H���E�H�F�D�P�H���P�R�U�H���G�L�I�¿���F�X�O�W���W�R���H�[�W�U�D�F�W���D�Q�G���U�H��
�¿���Q�H�����$�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���M�R�E�V���H�Y�D�S�R�U�D�W�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�L�Q���D�L�U�����%�X�V�L��
nesses began boarding up their doors, and 
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Hayden sees its dying days of copper
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A homespun sign stands at the entrance to Hayden. Its population has plummeted, its buildings are deserted. 

‘Pickle suits’ and putting on the gun
By ERIK KOLSRUD 
The Tombstone Epitaph

They wear “pickle suits,” ride horses, and read 
books to elementary schoolers. Being pelted with 
rocks is a daily hazard, as is occasionally being 
shot at. Make no mistake - being a part of the Bor-
der Patrol is not an easy job.

On one hand, it’s hours of sitting in a car, 
watching a section of the border. On the other, it 
is dealing with potentially dangerous situations 
involving drug runners or heartbreaking scenes of 
desperate families in peril. 

Hot-button issues like immigration or the war 
on drugs, so commonly spoken about on the na-
tional stage, are a fact of life for agents walking 
the fence or trudging through the desert.

�$�J�H�Q�W�V�� �'�D�Q�L�H�O�� �+�H�U�Q�D�Q�G�H�]�� �D�Q�G�� �&�K�U�L�V�� �6�X�O�O�L�Y�D�Q��
don’t pay much attention to the politics - they say 
agents on the ground worry more about doing 
their jobs than they do about policy. 

“Where they are, whether in the United States 
or México, doesn’t matter for the agent going 
home that night,” Sullivan said.

And according to the Trump administration, 
there are going to be many more agents. As part 
�R�I�� �D�Q�� �H�I�I�R�U�W���W�R�� �I�X�O�¿���O�O�� �F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�� �S�U�R�P�L�V�H�V�� �U�H�J�D�U�G��
ing securing the Mexican border, President Trump 
signed an executive order that called for an ad-
ditional 5,000 Customs and Border Protection 
agents to be hired. According to Border Patrol 
statistics, there were 17,000 agents assigned to 
sectors in the Southwest out of over 19,000 agents 
�L�Q���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H���%�R�U�G�H�U���3�D�W�U�R�O���I�R�U���¿���V�F�D�O���\�H�D�U��������������

The training of BP agents lasts six months, and 
�H�Q�F�R�P�S�D�V�V�H�V�� �D�� �V�X�L�W�H�� �R�I�� �¿���U�H�D�U�P�V�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���� �O�H�J�D�O��
instruction, and Spanish-language education in 
a setting that resembles a cross between a police 

academy and boot camp. “A lot of these situations 
you’ve done a hundred times in training,” Hernan-
dez said. “You really got to love the outdoors.”

The summer months see a transformation in the 
type of operations performed by the Border Pa-
�W�U�R�O�����V�H�D�U�F�K���D�Q�G���U�H�V�F�X�H��

“We don’t want people to die crossing the bor-
der,” Sullivan said. “We have a lot of resources, 
we want to help people.”

In Sullivan’s case, this is where his EMT train-
ing comes into play - migrants picked up in the re-
�P�R�W�H���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�Q�R�U�D�Q���'�H�V�H�U�W���D�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q���V�X�I��
fering from heat stroke, dehydration, blood loss, 
and other complications stemming from crossing 

the border. “We didn’t make them walk in the des-
ert, they made a conscious choice,” Sullivan said. 
”Sometimes you have to take the law enforcement 
hat off and do medical care.”

The job is isolating, hard to talk about with peo-
ple who don’t know or understand what agents go 
through - which is why the Border Patrol has sev-
eral avenues of help for those seeking a way to 
talk about what they’ve seen.

“There’s some things where I’m crying on the 
way home,” Hernandez said.

. Paco Cantu joined the Border Patrol in 2008, 
�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J�� �F�K�L�H�À���\�� �L�Q�� �D�Q�� �L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H�� �U�R�O�H�� �X�Q�W�L�O�� �K�H��
made the decision to leave in 2012. 

“My time in the Border Patrol was an accumu-
lation of info and actions that led me to feel over-
whelmed,” Cantu said. “It wasn’t until years later 
that I started to process it.”

While the mental health of agents is rarely 
discussed, their role in the national conversation 
about immigration is - though rarely in a positive 
manner. 

“Some people don’t like us, so we just try 
to do our best,” Hernandez said. “We aren’t 
an evil organization by any means.”

The two biggest in recent memory being 
the alleged 2010 killing of Mexican national 
�6�H�U�J�L�R���+�H�U�Q�i�Q�G�H�]���*�X�H�U�H�F�D���E�\���%�3���D�J�H�Q�W���-�H�V�X�V��
Mesa in Texas, or the alleged 2012 killing of 
�0�H�[�L�F�D�Q���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���-�R�V�H���$�Q�W�R�Q�L�R���(�O�H�Q�D���5�R�G�U�L��
guez by BP agent Lonnie Schwartz in No-
gales - both the victims were in México and 
were allegedly shot through the border fence. 

“The role of the Border Patrol is important 
in enduring for the time being,” Cantu said. 
�³�%�R�U�G�H�U���3�D�W�U�R�O���D�J�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���W�K�H���¿���U�V�W���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V����
�¿���U�V�W�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �8���6���� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W��
that migrants encounter. At the same time, 
you have to balance that with the violent re-
ality.”

That violent reality is part of what the pro-
posed 5,000 agents will have to face as the 
Trump administration takes a harder line on 
immigration and smuggling across a border 
where you never know who or what you may 
encounter.

“You put on the uniform, you put on the 
gun,” Sullivan said. “You never know when 
you’re going to have a bad day. And when 
you have a bad day, it’s a bad day.”

Photo by Erik Kolsrud | The Tombstone Epitaph 

Agent Daniel Hernandez of the Border Patrol looks out over the U.S. - Mexico border in Nogales, AZ. 

The ‘Ambos Nogales’ divided by Trump’s wall
By AMANDA OIEN
The Tombstone Epitaph

Saturdays and Sundays bring families to the 
steel beams of fence, dividing Ambos Nogales, 
a Spanish term to describe the community of 
Nogales north and south of the border.

Families and loved ones come together at 
�W�K�H���E�R�U�G�H�U���W�R���W�D�O�N�����H�D�W���D�Q�G���U�H�O�D�[�����'�H�V�S�L�W�H���E�H�L�Q�J��
�V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �I�H�Q�F�H���� �W�K�H�\�� �¿���Q�G�� �V�K�D�G�H�� �X�Q�G�H�U��
�P�H�V�T�X�L�W�H���W�U�H�H�V���D�Q�G���V�S�H�Q�G���K�R�X�U�V���Y�L�V�L�W�L�Q�J�����-�L�R�Y�D�Q�D��
Aldez, a factory worker from Nogales, Sonora, 
meets her husband every two weeks. When they 
say goodbye, they kiss between the rusty beams.

Aldez’s husband is Cuban and has asylum in 
the United States and lives in Phoenix. However, 
Aldez’s visa expired, keeping them apart.

“If there was a wall, I wouldn’t be able to 
see him,” Aldez said. “It would be by phone. If 
there’s an actual wall, he won’t be able to come 
down and see me.”

Aldez, who has lived in Nogales her entire 
life, has seen the changes that immigration 
policy has had on those holding family 
gatherings at the border.

“Even two years ago, the fence would be 
�¿���O�O�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �S�H�R�S�O�H���´�� �$�O�G�H�]�� �V�D�L�G���� �³�,�� �U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U��
that people used to give each other food across 
the border.”

Now, according to Aldez, food is not 
permitted.  The families must stay behind a red 
line while visiting.

Mariel Fernandez visits with his family along 

the border quite often.
Fernandez said if President Trump were to 

build his wall, it may affect how they visit with 
one another.

“If there was a wall, maybe we would 
communicate differently, by phone maybe,” 
Fernandez said.

Small businesses selling tacos, snacks and 
�V�R�X�Y�H�Q�L�U�V�� �L�Q�� �1�R�J�D�O�H�V���� �6�R�Q�R�U�D���� �¿���O�O�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�U�H�H�W�V����
catering to both American and Mexican tourism 
and those who visit friends and family along the 
border.

Victor Manuel Barrios has worked at a 
carreta de comida, or roadside stand, in Nogales, 
Sonora, for 10 years.

“We’re out here every day,” Barrios said. “We 
don’t rest. If it rains or snows, we’re out here.”

Barrios sells popular Mexican snack foods, 
such as drinks and duros with chamoy, to both 
Americans and Mexicans traveling through the 
area.

A wall, he believes, might affect his business, 
but his concern is about how it splits the cultural 
richness of Ambos Nogales.

“You can build it as much as you want, but 
it’s just symbolism,” Barrios said.

For Barrios, the militarization of the border 
tells Mexicans, “We don’t want you here.”

Barrios said he has seen the border change 
dramatically over the years.

“It used to just be a gate. Nowadays, you 
see more patrolling over here, or Border Patrol 
looking at us through the fence,” he said.

Barrios said even if Trump’s wall is built, it 
wouldn’t change much because for him, there is 
�D�O�U�H�D�G�\���V�R�P�H���I�R�U�P���D���Z�D�O�O�����W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���E�R�U�G�H�U���I�H�Q�F�H��

The fence stands at 18 feet. Trump’s proposed 
border wall would stand at 30 feet.

“If he does build it, I don’t know, it just makes 
me feel like a rat in a cage or something,” Barrios 

said.
The people of Ambos Nogales, have become 

�D�F�F�X�V�W�R�P�H�G���W�R���D���F�R�Q�¿���Q�H�G���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S��
�-�R�V�H�� �1�X�x�H�]���� �D�Q�� �H�P�S�O�R�\�H�H�� �D�W�� �6�D�Q�� �)�U�D�Q�V�L�V�F�R��

�'�U�X�J�V�W�R�U�H���L�Q���1�R�J�D�O�H�V�����6�R�Q�R�U�D�����V�D�L�G���K�H���I�H�D�U�V���W�K�H 

Photo by Amanda Oien | The Tombstone Epitaph 

A family visits with one another through the border fence in Nogales, Arizona
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